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Preliminary Perspective on Laurentian University that 
was tabled in April 2022. All of the above work was 
accomplished amid the COVID‑19 pandemic, which for 
a third year challenged our normal audit processes.

During my tenure as Auditor General, I have had 
the opportunity to work with successive minority 
and majority governments led by different political 
parties. While governments and political philosophies 
change, the primary goal of my independent Office has 
been unwavering—to maintain the focus of our work on 
providing objective, non‑partisan and fact‑based infor‑
mation to all members of the Legislature and Ontarians 
on whether taxpayer money is being well spent.

While most of the time sound decisions do get 
made, decision‑makers in the public realm have, on 
occasion, lost focus of the goal of maximizing the 
effective use of taxpayer money to provide the best 
services possible for the people of Ontario. Faced 
with a growing torrent of outside pressures, including 
changing economic circumstances, decision‑makers in 
public‑sector and broader‑public‑sector organizations 
can become prone to making decisions based on short‑
term rather than long‑term considerations and without 
the benefit of good information. And, most importantly, 
all too often they can make decisions without ensuring 

This is the 10th Annual Report I have had the privilege 
of tabling in the Legislative Assembly in my capacity as 
Auditor General of Ontario. This year’s Annual Report 
contains 15 value‑for‑money audits covering a wide 
range of public‑sector activities. The audits identify 
improvements and enhancements that can be made 
to public‑sector programs and services that, if imple‑
mented, will benefit the people of Ontario and increase 
confidence in public institutions.

This Annual Report also includes our two‑year 
follow‑up reviews on the implementation of the rec‑
ommendations from our 2020 audits, our continuous 
follow‑up work on audits completed in the 2015‑19 
period, and follow‑up work on the recommendations 
issued by the Standing Committee on Public Accounts 
in the reports it tabled in the Legislative Assembly in 
the past year. Additionally, we have included a report 
on the Public Accounts of Ontario and an update on 
government advertising. 

In May, we completed our Review of the Pre-Election 

2022 Multi-Year Fiscal Plan, in which we assessed how 
reasonably the Ontario budget presented the Province’s 
fiscal forecasts ahead of the June general election. And 
in mid‑November 2022, we issued our Special Report 

on Laurentian University, following the issuance of a 
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access to information and people, and the Auditor 
General’s involvement with the Committee, remain 
undiminished. These historical practices are critically 
important to protect the Office of the Auditor Gen‑
eral’s ability to provide objective, non‑partisan and 
fact‑based information to all members of the Legisla‑
ture and Ontarians. 
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members of the Legislative Assembly of Ontario 
voted unanimously to approve the issuance of rarely 
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that all of the relevant facts are being considered and 
deliberated in an objective and transparent manner.  

In many respects, while governments can be 
likened to giant corporations, managers of public‑
sector and broader‑public‑sector organizations often 
face different and arguably more complex challenges 
than their counterparts in the private sector. Shift‑
ing government and societal priorities can lead to 
budget and staffing restrictions, making it difficult 
for ministries and entities that depend on taxpayer 
money to fulfill their mandates. Similar forces can 
weaken governance structures and established oper‑
ational processes that serve as useful checkpoints 
over critical decisions. 

For these reasons, the value‑for‑money audits my 
Office conducts each year are important; they help 
hold the decision‑makers and the managers of tax‑
payer money accountable for financial responsibility 
and transparency in public reporting. This year’s 
audits are no different. 

Over the last year, certain events have caused 
me concern. Historically, the Auditor General has 
been the watchdog over the government’s spend‑
ing of public money. However, to continue to be an 
effective watchdog, it is imperative that the Office 
continues to have unfettered access to the informa‑
tion and the staff of the organizations and programs 
we audit to do our work. As well, the Auditor Gener‑
al’s historical role has been to be an impartial adviser 
to the Standing Committee on Public Accounts to 
assist it in the review of the Public Accounts and the 
Annual Report of the Auditor General in accord‑
ance with the Auditor General Act. While there 
are those who would like to change these practi‑
ces going forward, it is my hope that the Office’s 
powers and independence, including its unfettered 
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the information requested by the Committee to support 
its efforts and my Office in the conduct of our work.
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